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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

LSA Associates, Inc. (LSA) was retained by the City of Dana Point (City) to prepare an air quality 
study for a proposed project located in the City of Dana Point in Orange County (County), California. 
 
The air quality study provides a discussion of the proposed project, the physical setting of the project 
area, and the regulatory framework for air quality. The report provides data on existing air quality and 
evaluates potential air quality impacts associated with the proposed project. Modeled air quality 
levels are based upon default trip generation for the proposed uses included in the project.  
 
Regional emissions during project construction, calculated with the CalEEMod (Version 2013.2.2) 
model, would not exceed criteria pollutant thresholds established by the South Coast Air Quality 
Management District (SCAQMD). Compliance with SCAQMD Rules and Regulations during 
construction will reduce construction-related air quality impacts from fugitive dust emissions and 
construction equipment emissions. Standard dust suppression measures have been identified for short-
term construction to meet the SCAQMD emissions thresholds. The proposed project would not 
exceed the localized significance thresholds (LSTs).  
 
Historical air quality data show that existing carbon monoxide (CO) levels for the project area and the 
general vicinity do not exceed either State or federal ambient air quality standards (AAQS). The CO 
concentrations in the project area are much lower than the federal and State CO standards. The 
proposed project would not result in any significant increase in CO concentrations at intersections in 
the project vicinity. Therefore, project-related traffic would not significantly affect local CO levels 
under future year conditions, and the CO concentrations would be below the State and federal 
standards. No significant impact on local CO levels would occur. Pollutant emissions from project 
operation, also calculated with the CalEEMod model, would not exceed the SCAQMD thresholds for 
any criteria pollutants. LSTs would not be exceeded by long-term emissions from the operation of the 
project.  
 
The proposed project is located in Orange County, which is not among the counties that are found to 
have serpentine and ultramafic rock in their soils. In addition, no serpentine or ultramafic rock has 
been found in the project vicinity in the past 10 years. Therefore, the potential risk for naturally 
occurring asbestos (NOA) during project construction is small and less than significant. 
 
The potential of the project to affect global climate change (GCC) is also included. Short-term 
construction and long-term operational emissions of the principal greenhouse gases (GHGs), 
including carbon dioxide (CO2) and methane (CH4), are quantified, and their significance relative to 
Assembly Bill (AB) 32 is discussed. The proposed project will not exceed any proposed GHG 
emissions thresholds or conflict with any applicable plan, policy, or regulation adopted for the 
purpose of reducing GHG emissions. 
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The proposed uses are consistent with the General Plan of the City, which is consistent with the 
Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) Regional Comprehensive Plan (RCP) 
Guidelines and the SCAQMD Air Quality Management Plan (AQMP). Therefore, the proposed 
project is consistent with the General Plans and the regional AQMP. 
 
The evaluation was prepared in conformance with appropriate standards, utilizing procedures and 
methodologies in the SCAQMD California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Air Quality Handbook 
(SCAQMD 1993) and associated updates. Air quality data posted on the California Air Resources 
Board (ARB) and United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) websites are included to 
document the local air quality environment. 
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

INTRODUCTION 

This air quality impact analysis has been prepared to evaluate the potential air quality impacts and 
mitigation measures associated with the proposed project in the City of Dana Point in Orange County, 
California. This report provides a project-specific air quality impact analysis by examining the 
impacts of the proposed uses on adjacent sensitive uses, as well as the impacts on the proposed uses 
on the project site, and evaluating the mitigation measures required as part of the project design. 
Guidelines identified by the SCAQMD in its CEQA Air Quality Handbook (SCAQMD, April 1993) 
and associated updates will be followed in this air quality impact analysis. 
 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

Project Location 

The project site is located at 32712 Crown Valley Parkway in the northern portion of the City. The 
site is bounded by Crown Valley Parkway to the west, the Monarch Bay Villas to the south, an 
undeveloped hillside and the Monarch Beach Golf Links golf course to the east, and the Monarch 
Coast Apartments to the north. The approximate 6-acre (ac) project site is generally rectangular in 
shape and is currently developed with the existing South Shores Church development. Refer to 
Figure 1 for the location of the project site.  
 
 
Project Site Existing Setting 

The existing church development includes a Sanctuary, Chapel, Administration and Fellowship Hall, 
Preschool, and parking lot. The 6,717-square-foot (sf) Preschool building is located in the 
northwestern part of the project site adjacent to Crown Valley Parkway. The children’s play area is 
located southeast of the Preschool building and is surrounded by grass landscaping. The 12,985 sf 
Administration and Fellowship Hall building is located southeast of the playground, and the 3,765 sf 
Chapel is located southeast of the Administration and Fellowship Hall. The 19,078 sf Sanctuary is 
located in the central-eastern portion of the project site. An undeveloped slope descending from 
southwest to northeast is located on the northeastern boundary of the project site.  
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